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With this sobering fact in the background, we may become less
effervescent about our successes and more concerned about our
future.
third plan draft outline
The Draft Outline, running into 100,000 words, sets out the main
targets and lines of policy for the Third Plan period. In many res-
pects, the Third Plan resembles the Second. Both aim at an increase
of income by about ("over" in the Third Plan) 5 per cent per year,
although the actual attainment in the Second was a little over 3
per cent. There is, however, a crucial difference. Agricultural
output in the Second Plan was to rise by only 18 per cent,
while in the Third, the projected expansion is 30 to 33 per
cent (p. 32).
Even when the Third Plan counts on an increase in agricultural
output by 6 per cent per year, it is odd indeed that its expectation
for over-all income rise is for only "over" 5 per cent per year.
The inconsistency is more puzzling when it is planned to raise
industrial and mineral output by 80 per cent (pp. 39-40), and pro-
duction in small-scale industries by 35 per cent (chapter 10). With
the given targets of rise in rail freight transport by 45 per cent
(p. 243), motor transport by 80 per cent (estimate) and outlay on
social services by 45 per cent (p. 27), the rest of the economy
(professions, other transport and commerce, other government
branches, domestic service and house rent) will have to mark time
—that is, show no increase over the Third Plan period—in order
to accommodate the sectoral targets in the over-all income target.
sectoral targets inconsistent
The inconsistency is just as apparent if targets are analysed from
the expenditure side. Investment will be rising by 50-55 per cent
(p. 25) and about 70 per cent of consumer expenditure (that is,
nearly the whole of expenditure pn commodities as given by in-
creases in consumer goods originating in agriculture and organized
and small-scale industries) by 35 per cent. Consumer expenditure
(including government) on the non-commodity service sector would
have to stay unchanged throughout the Plan period, if the over-all
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